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The Gentle Doctor is published three times a 
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Equal Opportunity and Diversity, 3210 Beardshear Hall,  
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ISU College of Veterinary Medicine 
Regains Full Accreditation
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The proposed $1.5 billion National 
Veterinary Workforce Expansion Act 





areas.	Students who are financing 
their veterinary medical education 
are graduating with an average  
debt of $90,000. The National 
Veterinary Service Act, passed into 
law in 2003, has not been embraced 
by the educational community even 
though it provides pilot money to 




to	change	careers.	We don’t want 
them to leave the profession, but 
grow within it. We are offering 
a master’s degree in public 




The college is investing in             
implementing technology that will 






profession is solely positioned to fill 
this significant need, and the college 
is quickly building its resources 
in this area through its expanding 
neurotoxicology, ophthalmology, 









This is a state-by-state issue 






Academic veterinary medicine can foster this outcome by leading our 
profession in the utilization of Evidence-based/Outcome-based medi-
cine (EBM/OBM) to provide quality medical services. This requires 
providing professionals with the capabilities to interpret current sci-
entific findings, understand current best practices, and address client 
expectations while documenting intervention and outcomes that will 
validate or correct best practices for continuous quality improvement. 
The practice of EBM/OBM applies to education, clinical medicine, 
and translational research and our college is rapidly becoming a 
national leader in this area.
Looking to the Future: EBM/OBM
Full Accreditation Positions 
College for the Future
g e n t l e   D o c t o r
areas	of	professional	focus	offered	
at	that	college.	This would require a 
dramatic change in college governance 











curriculum.	A number of studies 
have been conducted, including a 
recent one evaluating the supply and 
demand of food supply veterinarians. 
A National Academy project is 
under way to evaluate the needs 












The principles considered 
most important by the 
AAVMC study were:
 
1.   Veterinary medicine must 
remain relevant to the needs of 
society. 
2.   A national plan for areas of  
professional focus is needed. 
3.   The number of graduating vet-
erinarians must be increased. 
4.   Academic veterinary medicine 
should reflect society’s  
diversity. 
5.   Veterinary medicine should 
strengthen its presence in  
public health. 
6.   A public relations campaign  
is needed to enhance the  
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John U. Thomson, DVM, MS 
Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine
Photo/Tracy Ann Raef
Dean John Thomson meets with members of the student book club in the college’s Alumni Room.







































































abroad to exchange 
knowledge 
Exporting Expertise
Drs. Alex Ramirez (left) and Eldon 
Uhlenhopp suited up for farm visits.
Dr. Locke Karriker (left) with a Serbian 
veterinarian at a government-owned farm.
Small group discussion held during 
presentation by ISU swine veterinarians.






































































 Population: 10 million
 Size:  102,350 square kilometers 
(slightly smaller than Kentucky)
 Agriculture:   20 percent of the economy
*Source: 2003 USDA Summary
Serbia: A Snapshot*
Government building in downtown Serbia.
Drs. Eldon Uhlenhopp and Alex Ramirez 
in Belgrade City Hall with Serbia 
veterinarian and USDA-FAS officer.
Presentation of certificates of completion
to meeting participants.
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What interested you about the 





























What would you like to  














Have there been any surprises 






Dr. Sally Prickett, Director of the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital at Iowa State University



























Looking forward, do you have any 
















































What do you want ISU alumni 












































































A sliding glass door at the entrance of the ICU 
creates a more open floor plan.
Newly installed treatment island facilitates 
patient care in the Intensive Care Unit.
Designing
for Patients and People
Photos/Tracy Ann Raef
g e n t l e   D o c t o r
View from ICU 1 looking into ICU 2 hallway.
Additional cages and another bank of oxygen 


























Spring	2007   |			11Cabinets were installed to hold equipment,  
freeing up valuable counter space. 
Before
Expansion of the ICU to 24 hours a day/7 days a week created overcrowded conditions. In December 2006, the 
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Online System Streamlines 
Admissions Process
Interviews Required in 2008
The college has adopted a behavioral-
based interview as part of its selection 
process for admissions into the DVM 
program. Behavioral interviews are  
designed to assess competencies that 
are specific to a successful career in 
veterinary medicine. Faculty and  
practitioners will conduct the interviews, 
and not be privy to the applicant’s file 
prior to the interview. 
Call for Interviewers
Interested in being involved in the  
selection of future members of the 
veterinary profession? The college is 
seeking volunteers to help interview  
applicants for the fall 2008 entering 
class. The time commitment would          
be a one-half day training session,       
and approximately three weekends 
(Friday/Saturday) interviewing applicants 
at the college. If you would like to 
participate in this important process 
or would like more information, please 
contact Kathy Kuehl at kkuehl@iastate.
edu or (515) 294-6808. 
Photo: Kathy Kuehl, coordinator of 
admissions, receives a Professional 
and Scientific CYtation Award from 
ISU President Gregory Geoffroy. Mrs. 
Kuehl was recognized in a ceremony on 
January 19, 2007, for developing and 
implementing an online application system 











































































ine 	 treamlineS  
















































































process. It’s	fair	and	bias	is	t k n out		
of	the	process,”	Mrs.	Kuehl	said.
Learning in Byte-sized   















































Faculty and students are using 
six key tools:  
Mobile Computing Initiative: A 
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“Dr. Hoffman’s experience, connection 
to and visibility in the Iowa livestock 
industry, and her enthusiasm and 
leadership skills will enable the 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory to 
continue to improve the diagnostic 





















































A New Web site




Hoffman Named Director of Operations for the Veterinary  
Diagnostic Laboratory
Photo/Tracy Ann Raef































June 21-23, 2007 – Seventh Annual Small Animal Summer Symposium 
Presented by the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, Iowa State University
September 21-23, 2007 – 15th Complete Course in External Skeletal Fixation. 
Presented by the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, Iowa State University Ames, Iowa  
September 23-24, 2007 – Hybrid External Skeletal Fixation Course  
(held in conjunction with the 15th Complete Course in ESF) 
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College News
g e n t l e   D o c t o r
ISU Veterinary Student Places  






























































Lacey Schmidt, VM4, with her dog Cappy
ATTEnTIOn VETERInARIAnS!  
Clinical Trial: Canine Thyroid Tumor Samples needed
This study is aimed at characterizing gene expression patterns associated with thyroid tumor 
invasiveness. Information learned from these patterns may allow the development of therapeutic 
modalities for modifying disease outcome.  
If you or the owner has found a mass in the ventral neck, the main clinical sign in dogs with 
thyroid tumors, the dog may be a candidate for the study. If the dog qualifies, the owner will 
receive approximately $750 toward the cost of staging and surgery.  
For more information, contact Drs. Vicki Wilke or Krysta Deitz at the Iowa State University 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital at (515) 294-4900.   
Photo/Tracy Ann Raef





































Photo/FileSpring	2007   |			19
Photo/Jason Hill Photo/Jason Hill                        MRI 
















































2007 Initiates  


















Wendi Alisha Walsh, VM3
David Wilson, VM3
g e n t l e   D o c t o r
Alumni News






























Construction for the state-of-
the-art veterinary hospital began in 
December 2005 and was completed 
in 11 months. The zoo hospital 
contains separate quarantine 
facilities for the small reptiles and 
ducks, to the large orangutans and 
addax. An aquatic room provides 
a wading pool for water-dwelling 
animals waiting for examinations. 
The mammal quarantine contains 
galvanized pens and prison-strength 
light fixtures to ensure the safety of  
the strongest mammals. 
The observation terrace’s six  
viewing windows allows visitors  
to see into the laboratory, the  
Intensive Care Unit, the treatment 
room and surgery suite. The hospital 
also houses radiology, ultrasound, 
examination areas, diet preparation 
kitchen, pharmacy, three offices and 
a conference room. The veterinary 
staff will continue to make house 
calls to any animals that can be 
treated more comfortably in their 
own habitat at the zoo.   
About the Dr. Murray E. Fowler Veterinary Hospital
Photo/Sacramento Zoo
Veterinary Hospital at Sacramento 
Zoo Named for ISU Alumnus
Dr. Murray Fowler and his wife, Audrey, in front of the newly dedicated veterinary hospital named 
after Dr. Fowler at the Sacramento Zoo.
In Memoriam













































The Iowa State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine wishes to express its 
sympathy and condolences to the families 
and friends of the following alumni:
1930s
Wayne H. Riser (’32)
West	Grove,	Pa.,	died	June	26,	2006
1940s
John K. Marriott (’42)
Omaha,	Neb.,	died	Nov.	18,	2005
Clifford T. Orton (’42)
Ogden,	Utah,	died	June	21,	2006
David J. Fruit (’43)
Hartland,	Wisc.,	died	July	2,	2003
Tedmar D. Rossing (’43)
Livermore,	Iowa,	died	Aug.	26,	2006
Gerald Vande Garde (’43)
Sioux	Center,	Iowa,	died	Apr.	1,	2006
V. Carroll Paulson (’45)
Greenbrae,	Calif.,	died	Apr.	5,	2006
Robert E. Garvin (’49)
Akron,	Iowa,	died	Sept.	29,	2006
Anthony W. Lichter (’49)
Algona,	Iowa,	died	Sept.	28,	2006
1950s
Alexander R. Cullen (’51)
Crystal	Lake,	Iowa,	died	Nov.	3,	2005
George E. Schoel (’51)
Bella	Vista,	Ark.,	died	Sept.	10,	2006
1970s
David W. Dykstra (’78)
Rockford,	Ill.,	died	Jan.	11,	2007
Dr. Eugene Ver Steeg, past president of the 
Iowa Pork Producers Association, presents the 
2006 Honorary Master Pork Producer Award 




Show your ISU pride!
										The	college	has	Gentle	Doctor	ties	and	scarves	available	for	purchases.	







































Pictured (from left) Mrs. Lois Sweeney, Dr. Jim Sweeney (’69), Jeff 
Spielman, (standing) Tom Ligouri and Dr. John Thomson (’67), Mrs. Kay 
Thomson, Mrs. Susie Tack, and Dr. David Tack (’76) at a restaurant in Las 











From the Development 
Director’s Chair
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Allgood Animal Hospital, Burlington, Iowa
Audubon-Manning Veterinary Clinic, Audubon, Iowa
Dr. Nels Backland, Omaha, Neb.
Dr. Thomas Bashara, Omaha, Neb.
Dr. Thomas Beall, Spencer, Iowa
Dr. Dwayne Bechtol, Fayetteville, N.C.
Dr. Harold Beckner, Mason City, Iowa
Bellevue Animal Hospital, Bellevue, Iowa
Dr. Mary Bloom, Egan, Minn.
Dr. Patrick Broshar, Waterloo, Iowa
Dr. Heather Buchanan, Winston-Salem, N.C.
Dr. Eric Burrough, North Liberty, Iowa
Dr. Martha Buttrick, Huxley, Iowa
Dr. Deborah Carleton, Harrisonburg, Va.
Dr. Christi Carlo, Pella, Iowa
Dr. Susan Chadima, Topsham, Maine
Drs. Vince and Jane Collison, Lake City, Iowa
Colonial Terrace Animal Hospital, Dubuque, Iowa
Dr. Robert Comito, Polk City, Iowa
Dr. David Connell, Guttenberg, Iowa
Council Bluffs Veterinary Clinic, Council Bluffs, Iowa
Dr. Rick Cooper, Tama, Iowa
Dr. Dennis Cowles, Coralville, Iowa
Dale Animal Hospital, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Dr. Helen Dane, Wheaton, Ill.
Dr. George Darnell, Council Bluffs, Iowa
Dr. James Denhart, Des Moines, Iowa
Dr. Jerry Den Herder, Waterloo, Iowa
Dr. Jim Diefenbach, Jr, Huntington Beach, Calif.
Drs. Bruce and Deb Dietrich, Charles City, Iowa
Down Maine Veterinary Clinic, Sanford, Maine
Dr. Dennis Drager, Marshalltown, Iowa
Dr. Donald Ducor, Farmington, Conn.
Dr. Steve Dullard, Mendota, Ill.
Dr. Ron Emerson, Eagle Grove, Iowa
Drs. Matt and Kara Ericksen, Surprise, Ariz.
Dr. Mary Beth Evans, Kelly, Iowa
Dr. Shawn Finch, Omaha, Neb.
Dr. Richard Flickinger, Hampton, Iowa
Dr. Sophi Franck, Spencer, Iowa
Dr. Dean Frey, North Liberty, Iowa
Dr. Sarah Garst, West Des Moines, Iowa
Dr. Bruce Garver, Monroe, Wash.
Dr. Ann Goldhammer, Glendale, Ariz.
Dr. Ronald Grier, Ames, Iowa
Dr. John Halsey, Birnamwood, Wisc.
Dr. Shirley Harder, Des Moines, Iowa
Harlan Veterinary Associates, Harlan, Iowa
Dr. Brian Hayes, Iowa City, Iowa
Dr. Kirk Heisterkamp, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Dr. Stacey Henderson, Lyndonville, Vt.
Dr. Sara Hill, Rosemount, Minn.
Hill-Dale Veterinary Hospital SC, Baraboo, Wisc.
Dr. Sean Hoffman, Ft. Washington, Pa.
Dr. Cheryl Holmberg-Rhodes, Four Seasons, Mo.
Dr. Edward Howes, Oregon, Ill.
Dr. Michael Huston, Jasper, Fla.
Dr. Kathy Ilyukhina, Niles, Ill.
Dr. Roxanne Jacobson, Ankeny, Iowa
Dr. Susan Jacobson, Des Moines, Iowa
Dr. Mark Jaehnig, Decorah, Iowa
Dr. Jeremy Joy, Aledo, Ill.
Dr. Hans Kaldahl, Cohasset, Minn.
Drs. Charles and Pam Klima, Waterloo, Iowa
Dr. Merlyn Knudson, Red Oak, Iowa
Dr. Stephen Krumm, Owatonna, Minn.
Dr. Kim Langholz, Ames, Iowa
Dr. Arden Larsen, Rockledge, Fla.
Dr. Jehu Layfield, Milford, Del.
LeMars Veterinary Clinic, LeMars, Iowa
Dr. Lon Lemon, Omaha, Neb.
Dr. Michael Lindeen, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa
Mahaska Veterinary Clinic, Oskaloosa, Iowa
Dr. Del Rae Martin, Bismarck, N.D.
Dr. Teryl Mayer, Arlington Heights, Ill.
Dr. Colleen McDermott, Osh Kosh, Wisc.
Dr. Kevin McKeown, Denison, Iowa
Dr. Steve Menke, Ottumwa, Iowa
Dr. Janet Messner, Yankton, S.D.
Dr. Philip Miller, Fairfield, Iowa
Dr. J. Todd Minor, Ledyard, Conn.
Dr. Douglas Mitchell, Omaha, Neb.
Dr. Andrew Moeller, Waverly, Iowa
Dr. Joan Moore-Bolton, Burnsville, Minn.
Mount Ayr Veterinary Clinic, Mt Ayr, Iowa
Dr. Mary Mountain, Kansas City, Mo.
Muscatine Veterinary Hospital, Muscatine, Iowa
Dr. Paul Nantke, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Dr. Diane Noll, New London, Iowa
Dr. David Nyren, Iowa City, Iowa
Oak Forest Animal Clinic, Oak Forest, Ill.
Oaks Veterinary Clinic, Des Moines, Iowa
Dr. Paul Oberbroeckling, Denver, Colo.
Dr. Michael O’Donnell, Tipton, Iowa
Dr. David Pence, Ankeny, Iowa
Dr. Nancy Peterson, Des Moines, Iowa
Pitts Veterinary Clinic, Lincoln, Neb.
Dr. Larry Poduska, Mt. Vernon, Iowa
Dr. David Rasmussen, Bloomfield, Iowa
Dr. Eric Reinertson, Huxley, Iowa
Dr. Anne Remmers, Burlington, Iowa
Dr. Becky Richardson, Rochester, Minn.
Dr. Dale Risius, Eldridge, Iowa
Dr. Richard Rogen, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Dr. Claire Rojohn, Hales Corners, Wisc.
Dr. Patrick Sage, Batavia, Ill.
Dr. Kristi Sandman, Grays Lake, Ill.
Dr. Mary Ann Sander, Dickeyville, Wisc.
Dr. Kevin Sanders, West Des Moines, Iowa
Dr. Elaine Schope, Eagle Grove, Iowa
Dr. Harry Schumacher, Council Bluffs, Iowa
Scott County Animal Hospital, Eldridge, Iowa
Dr. Vernon Seltrecht, Northbrook, Ill.
Dr. Kim Shimkat, Fort Dodge, Iowa
Singing Hills Animal Hospital, Sioux City, Iowa
Siouxland Animal Hospital, Sioux City, Iowa
Dr. Dean Small, Overland Park, Kans.
Dr. Dennis Somers, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Drs. Brett and Beatrice Sponseller, Ames, Iowa
St. Charles Veterinary Clinic, St. Charles, Ill.
Dr. Ryan Steen, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Dr. Teresa Streeper, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Dr. Linda Stroh, Johnston, Iowa
Dr. Jerrold Swan, Charleston, W. Va.
Dr. Camille Telleen, Indianola, Iowa
Dr. Joe Terry, Galena, Ill.
Terry Animal Hospital, Wilmette, Ill.
Dr. Jacques Thebert, Franklin, Wisc.
Dr. Diane Thein, Oxford, Iowa
Dr. Mari Thouvenelle, Casa Grande, Ariz.
Vanderloo & White Veterinary Services, 
    Dubuque, Iowa
VCA Thumb Butte Animal Hospital, Prescott, Ariz.
Veterinary Associates, Iowa City, Iowa
Veterinary Specialists of Connecticut, 
    W.Hartford, Conn.
Dr. Stanley Wagner, Ames, Iowa
Dr. Marcia Whited, Carroll, Iowa
Dr. Janet Wilson, Clutier, Iowa
Dr. Raymond Woody, Fairfield, Iowa
Dr. Tory Wunder, Mankato, Minn.
Dr. Bianca Zaffarano, Lexington, Ky.
The college strives for accuracy in its report. 































Thank you to the following veterinarians or veterinary practices 
for their 2006 contributions to the Companion Animal Fund. Photo/Tracy Ann Raef
College of Veterinary Medicine
Ames, IA 50011-1250
Return Service Requested
The College of Veterinary Medicine held its 2nd Annual College Basketball 
Event, hosting a block of seats for faculty, staff and students during the 
Feb. 17, ISU women’s basketball game. Veterinary students enjoyed their 
moment with CY. From left to right: LeAnn Anderson, Cy, Jen McGivern, 
Leslie Montgomery, Abby Risius, and Janan Abed.Photo/Brian Anderson
